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WCASS Stakeholders Include Among Others:
• Assistive Technology 

Specialists
• Teachers
• National CAST Staff
• Higher Education Staff
• Parent Advocacy 

Representatives
• Reading Literacy Specialists
• School Administrators
• Parent & School Attorneys

• Bookshare Representative 
• Learning Ally Representative
• Text To Speech Software 

Represent. 
• School Psychologists 
• Wisconsin State Reading 

Association
• Wisconsin Speech & Hearing 

Association
• Endorsements

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zTsFCoX5I3xb2XGGNAVDbyxXsGPs5rPS/view?usp=sharing


Why Develop This Presentation? 
• Because of failing academic scores

• Because it is the law
• Because of User Statistics from National Accessible Media 

Producers (AMPs)
• Because of experiences of a 13-year-old boy

• Because of Experiences of a Mother & Advocate 



The Failing Academic Scores

• Wisconsin Scores
• Forward Exam
• ACT Aspire
• ACT Statewide

• OSEP Report to Congress



Wisconsin Statewide Assessment 



OSEP Report to Congress



Views of Attorneys on Schools’ Legal 
Obligations to Provide SwD Access to their 

Regular Education Curriculum



Because of User Statistics from National 
Accessible Media Producers (AMPs)

• There are about 120,000 SwD in Wisconsin

• Learning Ally reported about 6,500 students using AEM

• Only 181 students use Audiobooks frequently

• Bookshare reported about 16,000 students using AEM

• Only 18% of these students use AEM



Because It’s the Law - Additional School 
and Parent Attorneys’ Perspectives

• Video: Patty Engle, Attorney for Parents

• Video: Alana Leffler & Gary Ruesch.  Attorneys for Schools

• Video: Monica Murphy, Attorney / Advocate for Parents

• Video: Attorney for schools 

• Video: Mediator, Wisconsin Special Education Mediation 
System 

https://youtu.be/CwqGKla0r6c
https://youtu.be/7KfW0yTTQoA


Because of Experiences of a 13-Year-0ld Boy

Seeing A1 App

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bqeQByqf_f8


Because of Experiences of a Mother & Advocate  



What is Print Disability?

Video: Dr. David Rose, Chief Scientist, CAST



What are the Indicators of a Print Disability?
• According to the Wisconsin AEM Center
• According to Bookshare  (a major Accessible Media Producer (AMP)
• According to Learning Ally (a major Accessible Media Producer 

(AMP)



What is Text To Speech (TTS)?
• What is TTS and how does it work? 
• The view of students and teachers on TTS:

• Video: Students describe the use of TTS
• Video: Text to Speech in the classroom
• Video: Describing the benefits of using TTS

• Video: 5th grade teacher on the use of a TTS application

https://aem.cast.org/navigating/students-speak-out.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwxyvsQa5RU&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pzV7EUp_Uv4&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o9V1DlPlFYM


Wisconsin DPI Message to IEP Teams about 
enabling Students with IEPs to Access the 

Regular Education Curriculum



Where to Record ‘Print Disability’ & the need 
for ‘Text To Speech’ on the IEP Forms?

• This publication is aligned with WI DPI  Bulletin 20.02
• The two step IEP process 



The WCASS Guide 
cites over 30 research 
studies calling for the 
use of Text To Speech 
for students with 
reading difficulties  



When to Introduce Text To speech?
• Issues to consider as Students’ achievement gap is emerging 
• Can ‘Reading Instruction’ and ‘Text To speech’ Co-exist? 



Bookshare Materials

• What is Bookshare?

• Who qualifies for Bookshare Materials?

• Joining Bookshares:  Step by step Guide

• How the Bookshare organization is designated in Wisconsin

• A Video describing the use of Bookshare

https://www.bookshare.org/cms/help-center/educators-get-started-page-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsnsYQtKrBQ


Learning Ally Materials
• What is Learning Ally?  
• Benefits of human-read struggling readers

• How to access Learning Ally
• Video: A Special Education teacher using Learning Ally

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2HKgmcdE1sE


The National Center on Accessible 
Educational Materials (AEM)   

• National Center on AEM Home Page

• Remote Learning

• Early Learning and AEM

• K-12 and AEM

• Best Practices for Educators

• Use of AEM

• Personalizing the Reading Experience

• Information for Families

•National Center on AEM Home Page

http://aem.cast.org/
http://aem.cast.org/search?query=remote+learning
http://aem.cast.org/supporting/early-learning-aem.html
http://aem.cast.org/supporting/k-12-aem.html
http://aem.cast.org/creating/best-practices-educators-instructors.html
http://aem.cast.org/navigating/use-of-aem.html
http://aem.cast.org/navigating/personalizing-the-reading-experience.html
http://aem.cast.org/about/publications/2010/aim-technical-guide-families-advocates.html
http://aem.cast.org/


Text To Speech & Audiobooks for Classroom Use 



How to Reduced Classroom Barriers in  
the Use of Text To Speech 



Information for Parents

• for Assistive Technology Negotiations WI FACETS Information 

• The Pacer Center

• The ‘Understood’ Website

• Wrightslaw Website: Strategies 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10SgD-by4U-tLKJ8Ovydo7Ox6w3qra-XS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10SgD-by4U-tLKJ8Ovydo7Ox6w3qra-XS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10SgD-by4U-tLKJ8Ovydo7Ox6w3qra-XS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10SgD-by4U-tLKJ8Ovydo7Ox6w3qra-XS/view?usp=sharing


Glossary of Assistive Technology
• National Accessible Educational Materials Center Glossary
• Center on Technology and Disability (CTD)
• Colorado State University Assistive Technology Glossary
• Brainline Assistive Technology Glossary
• Utah Parent Center Assistive Technology G
• Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance 

https://aem.cast.org/aem-center/glossary.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_SiC_aFuvElTQZGeZ-Kxs7p3F2uPpsSl/view?usp=sharing
https://www.chhs.colostate.edu/atrc/assistive-technology-resources/assistive-technology-glossary/
https://www.brainline.org/article/assistive-technology-glossary
https://utahparentcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Assistive-Technology-Glossary-2012.pdf
https://www.pattan.net/Glossary/

