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Child Outcomes: What Families Need 
to Know & How to Take a More 

Active Role in the Process



Child Outcomes – The Requirement

•Annual Performance Report Indicator

•Required of ALL states for ALL children ages 3 through 
5 receiving special education services
•Measure of child progress specific to three child 
outcome areas
•Used to determine effectiveness of early childhood 
special education programs



Child Outcomes – Three Outcome Areas

•Positive social – emotional skills (including social 
relationships = RELATIONSHIPS

•Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills (including 
early language/communication and early literacy) = 
LEARNING

•Use of appropriate behaviors to meet needs = 
INDEPENDENCE



Child Outcomes – The Rating Process

•Entry Rating – Child enters early childhood services
Child’s functioning compared to age-expected functioning for each 
outcome area

Child’s functioning rated using a 7-point rating scale for each outcome 
area

•Exit Rating – Child exits early childhood services
Child’s functioning compared to age-expected functioning for each 
outcome area

Child’s functioning rated using a 7-point rating scale for each outcome 
area



Why is the measurement of child outcomes 
important to my child’s school?

•Measures the effectiveness of early childhood programs

•Identifies program strengths and weaknesses for 
improving program services and delivery

•Leads to improved planning and implementation of 
curriculum, assessments, and IEP development



Why is the measurement of child outcomes 
important to my family?

•Determine needs for child to be more involved in family activities

•Gain confidence in ability to observe child and share observations

•Develop increased understanding of child’s functioning compared to 
age-expected functioning

•Track and celebrate progress child is making

•Contribute more to IEP Team  discussion about child’s strengths, 
weaknesses and accomplishments leading to development of 
appropriate IEP goals



Let’s Dig a Little Deeper









WI Child Outcomes

A child has 
positive social 
relationships.

A child acquires and 
uses knowledge and 
skills.

A child takes 
appropriate action to 
meet his or her 
needs.
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● How will my child’s progress be measured?

● Will I be involved in the process?

● What do the ratings mean?

Measuring Your Child’s Progress



Let's hear a parents story!

● How did you learn about the outcomes process?

● Why is the Outcomes information important to my 
child and our family ?

● How did you prepare for this discussion?



Let's hear a parents story!

● Are there any tools to help organize this 
information ?  

● What is WSPEI? 



Thoughts on "Why should I participate?"

● You are an integral part of the process 
○ You are your child's 1st Teacher

● Parents Input is the most valuable 

● Communication is essential 



Resources to Explore

Child Outcome Infographic

Indicator 7: Child Outcomes DPI Webpage

Introduction to Child Outcomes

WI Statewide Parent Education Initiative (WSPEI)

Family Assessment Center for Education, Training and 
Support (FACETS)

https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/eco/three-child-outcomes-breadth.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/about/state-performance-plan/indicators/7-preschool-outcomes
https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/eco/three-child-outcomes-breadth.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/families/wspei
https://wifacets.org/
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