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Today We Will:

★ Explore what high-quality inclusive practices look 
like.

★ Explore how families can facilitate the access, 
participation and appropriate support needed in 
preschool inclusion for their student.



IDEA POLICY STATEMENT: Inclusion of Children with 

Disabilities in Early Childhood Programs (September 18, 2015)

This policy statement, released jointly by the 
Departments of Education and Health and 
Human Services, states that all young children 
with disabilities should have access to 
inclusive high-quality early childhood 
programs, where they are provided with 
individualized and appropriate support in 
meeting high expectations.



Inclusion = Least Restrictive Environment



Oxford Dictionary:

1. the action or state of including or of being 
included within a group or structure.

2. the practice or policy of providing equal 
access to opportunities and resources for 
people who might otherwise be excluded 
or marginalized, such as those who have 
physical or mental disabilities and 
members of other minority groups.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e4SxBKe2H1JSpLXE2y5BS1EU1leEd7oN/view?usp=sharing


Benefits of Inclusive Services

★ So that children will learn the skills they need in the places they will 
use them 

★ So that children have increased practice opportunities  
★ So that a child does not miss out on any classroom activities 
★ So that teachers can see what therapists do to help children and 

expand their skills  
★ So that teachers and therapists focus on skills that will be 

immediately useful for the child  
★ Because it is the right thing to do!



Life Long Friendships!



High Quality Inclusion 
IS:
● When a student with an IEP is a valued member of the classroom 

and school community  
● Where preschoolers with disabilities are meaningfully engaging 

and participating with their peers
● Attitudes, beliefs and culture 

IS NOT:
● A space or place
● Something the student has to earn



Family Role in Inclusion



Assessment



IEP Development
Step 1

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CqxA6nObBlbfPVaQu1p0DWZ4giEQZZC-/view?usp=sharing


IEP Development
Step 2



IEP Development
Step 3



IEP Development
Step 4



IEP Development
Step 5



You are the most important person 
in your child’s life. 

Partner with your school district and 
be an advocate for your child.



Meaningful Inclusive Services

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2wJqDw9B68


Resources
● ECTA Center-Early Childhood Technical Assistance 

Center
● Special Education in Plain Language
● CCR-IEP 5 Step Guide for Families
● Least Restrictive Environment: What Parents Need to 

Know
● Communicating with Your Child’s School

https://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-pgfamily.asp
https://ectacenter.org/decrp/type-pgfamily.asp
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rtSFutWRG4YojYR4TXOMHWu_LOrN3-FF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CqxA6nObBlbfPVaQu1p0DWZ4giEQZZC-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SXVsEPA5uRYCXIAjggOP7OFiZApSE31b/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SXVsEPA5uRYCXIAjggOP7OFiZApSE31b/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NWt69R2nBb7ZPAJ4OrmcZq1e1fH6nyI2/view?usp=sharing




Reflection



Early Learning- Technical Assistance & 
Implementation Services and Supports 

State ECSE 
Professional Learning

● Webinars
● Trainings 
● Cohorts
● EC Connections 

State ECSE 
Technical Assistance
● Early Learning 

Technical 
Assistance 
Request

● Early Learning 
Menu of Supports 
and Services 

State ECSE 
Email List

Subscribe to the state 
ECSE email list 
subscribe-ecse@lists.
dpi.wi.gov

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLj_8lDwRxYAhlYRWRuuzzNX9Lu8CdtYGJDjqoj26TxoVd2A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLj_8lDwRxYAhlYRWRuuzzNX9Lu8CdtYGJDjqoj26TxoVd2A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLj_8lDwRxYAhlYRWRuuzzNX9Lu8CdtYGJDjqoj26TxoVd2A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLj_8lDwRxYAhlYRWRuuzzNX9Lu8CdtYGJDjqoj26TxoVd2A/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15AMCxgy7N5EkyawJrtQmNtIbRN7kHMPG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15AMCxgy7N5EkyawJrtQmNtIbRN7kHMPG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15AMCxgy7N5EkyawJrtQmNtIbRN7kHMPG/view?usp=sharing
mailto:subscribe-ecse@lists.dpi.wi.gov
mailto:subscribe-ecse@lists.dpi.wi.gov


Sue Erickson
suee@cesa12.org
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