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Reflection

When you think about graduation, what
is the biggest fear, concern or question
you have?
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Today’s Objectives

e Understand the ways in which the right to a Free and Appropriate
Public Education (FAPE) ends for students with IEPs

e Describe the graduation processes required in special education

e Discuss alternatives to regular high school diplomas




Ending FAPE

There are two ways in which a student with an IEP ends
their right to a Free and Appropriate Public Education
(FAPE):

e Earning a regular high school diploma

 Reaching maximum age (end of school term in which
student turns 21 years old)
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What is the ultimate goal(s) after HS?
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https://transitionta.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/Predictors-by-Outcome-Area_New_2021_08-02.pdf
https://transitionta.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/Predictors-by-Outcome-Area_New_2021_08-02.pdf

Graduation Processes

Meet Graduation

Postsecondary Transition Plan Requirements and IEP Goals

Transition from High School

e Transition Planning e Student coursework and e |EPteam meetsto
e Setgoalsfor: IEP support meeting complete P-3 or P-4
o Education/Training Graduation Requirements e Student and families
o Employment and IEP goals connects to outside
o Independent Living e |EP team may consider agencies/services
e Reviewed Annually modifications to e Summary of Performance
graduation requirements, e Studentreceives high
if appropriate school completion

credential




Regular High School Diplomas

A regular high school diploma is a document issued by the school board to a student
upon successful completion of a high school program. The school board establishes the
required elements of its high school program in conformity with section 118.33 (1) of
the Wisconsin Statutes.

In general, a school board may grant a regular high school diploma to a student with a
disability who has:

e Earned all required credits, or

e Participated in an alternative education program and demonstrated proficiency
equivalent to earning required credits, or
e Successfully completed the program specified in the student’s IEP.



https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/118/33

Alternatives to a Regular HS Diploma

e Wisconsin does not have an alternate
diploma.

e Local school boards to have the
authority to issue a certificate as an
alternative to a regular high school

diploma.
. ) Examples:
e The certificate cannot in any way .
indicate it is for special education o Certificate of attendance or
completion

students.







Resources

Transition Planning Graduation Post High School
Transition Action Guide Graduation Bulletin UW System
Division of Vocational Summary of Performance | Think College

Rehabilitation (DVR)

Wisconsin Technical

Transition Improvement Colleges
Grant (TIG)

Vocational Training

Long Term Supports

.



https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/dvr/policy-guidance/toolkits-guides-manuals/tag.pdf
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/dvr/job-seekers/
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/dvr/job-seekers/
https://witig.org/
https://witig.org/
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/laws-procedures-bulletins/bulletins/10-08#q2
https://witig.org/graduation-for-all/summary-of-performance/
https://www.wisconsin.edu/disability-resources/
https://thinkcollege.net/
https://www.wtcsystem.edu/
https://www.wtcsystem.edu/
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/apprenticeship/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disabilities/dd.htm

Contact Us!

Alicia Reinhard
Transition and Graduation Consultant
Special Education Team

alicia.reinhard@dpi.wi.gov
608-266-1146
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