Shortened
School Day

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF

Public Instruction

Jill K. Underly, PhD, State Superintendent

Michael Hickey,
School Administration Consultant

Eric Kestin,
School Administration Consultant

October 1,2025




Agenda

* Basics

» Shortened Day Defined

* When to consider a Shortened Day

* |[EP Team Considerations & Inquiries
* Warnings & FAQ

e Lessons Learned




Basics

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF

Public Instruction

Jill K. Underly, PhD, State Superintendent




* Educational Placement

* Least Restrictive
Environment

* Supplementary Aids
and Services

* Documentin IEP
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» Students with disabilities must attend school for the same
number of hours and minutes as their non-disabled peers.

* School day has the same meaning for all children in school,
including children with and without disabilities. 34 CFR §
300.11(c)

« Any amount of time less than this means the student has a
shortened day.

—_



When to consider a
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* The only time it is appropriate to shorten the
school day for a student with a disability is when
the student’s IEP team determines a shortened
day is required to address the student’s unique
disability-related needs

e Last Resort

« An example




Other IEP Considerations
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* Must be an IEP team decision

e Limited Time

 |[EP team meet more frequently

 |[EP must document why this is the best decision




IEP Team Inquiries
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* What skill or knowledge is the student lacking to successfully attend the full school
day? How is the IEP team going to address this given the Shortened Day?

* How will removal from school meet the student’s educational needs? How wiill
removal from school help close the skill gap? How will removal from school result

in educational progress?

 What services can the team provide to help close the skill gap and educate the
student in the least restrictive environment, assist the student to be successful in
school the entire day, and make progress in the general education curriculum?

hatistheplan,including a timeline, to return the student to a full day of school?
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* Parent does not decide
* Transportation not a determining factor

« Student behavior may not be areason

« Staffing shortages are not a factor
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* |Is it allowed for all students with disabilities or a
group of students with disabilities?

* |Is it allowed for a student who has outside
therapy?

* Do the shortened day requirements apply to
students with IEPs who stay in high school after
their peers graduate (18-21 services)?

FREQUENTLY




Lessons Learned from recent
Complaints




* Behavior

* Discussion

* Return to full day —

LESSONS
CEARNED



Recent Complaint Decisions

 |IDEA Complaint 24-017 - No plan for return. Medical
reasons discussed but not reason for SD.

 |IDEA Complaint 24-082 - Other options not
considered. Did not discuss student meeting goals

and impact on shortened day.

—_



Recent Complaint Decisions

 |IDEA Complaint 24-137 - Started student on a
shortened day for behavior. Had been in day

treatment. No plan for return.

—_



Resources

» DPI Special Education Bulletins

» DPI Special Education Bulletin 24.01: Shortened
Day

» Wisconsin Special Education Mediation System



https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/laws-procedures-bulletins/bulletins
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/laws-procedures-bulletins/bulletins
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/information-update-bulletin-2401
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/information-update-bulletin-2401
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/information-update-bulletin-2401
https://wsems.us/
https://wsems.us/
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* Michael Hickey
Michael. Hickey@dpi.wi.gov

* EricKestin
Eric.Kestin@dpi.wi.gov
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