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Objectives

1. Participants will understand the eligibility 
requirements for Other Health Impairment.

2. Participants will understand the basics of a 
comprehensive evaluation.

3. Participants will know where to find useful 
resources when it comes to health issues, including 
related service options.



Keep in mind….

• Keep in mind “disability” means an impairment and a need 
for special education.

•  Other Health Impairment (OHI) is considered an 
impairment.

• The IEP Team evaluation will also have to demonstrate a 
need for special education before a student will qualify for 
services.



Wait…what is that Section 504 I have heard about?

Section 504 is a Federal law that prohibits disability 
discrimination by recipients of Federal financial assistance. 

 All public schools and school districts, as well as all public 
charter schools and magnet schools, that receive Federal 
financial assistance from the Department must comply with 
Section 504.

Parent and Educator Resource Guide to Section 504 in Public Elementary and 
Secondary Schools 

https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=


Section 504 continued

All qualified elementary and secondary public school 
students who meet the definition of an individual with a 
disability under Section 504 are entitled to receive regular or 
special education and related aids and services that are 
designed to meet their individual educational needs as 
adequately as the needs of students without disabilities are 
met.

Parent and Educator Resource Guide to Section 504 in Public Elementary 
and Secondary Schools 

https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=


IDEA Versus Section 504 Key Differences

IDEA

Section 504Disability: 
Broader 
criteria. 

Services: Does 
not require 
specially 
designed 
instruction.

For More information on 
504 requirements see 
OCR FAQ on Section 
504 and FAPE

Disability: Must meet 
disability category 
criteria in Wisconsin 
administrative code.

Services: Must include 
specially designed 
instruction.

https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/civil-rights-laws/disability-discrimination/frequently-asked-questions-section-504-fape
https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/civil-rights-laws/disability-discrimination/frequently-asked-questions-section-504-fape
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/pi/11/36/8
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/pi/11/36/8


What is Special Education?
Special education means specially designed instruction, at no cost to the 
parents, to meet the unique needs of a child with a disability, including—

(i) Instruction conducted in the classroom, in the home, in hospitals and 
institutions, and in other settings; and

(ii) Instruction in physical education.

(2) Special education includes each of the following, if the services otherwise 
meet the requirements of paragraph (a)(1) of this section—

(i) Speech-language pathology services, or any other related service, if the 
service is considered special education rather than a related service under 
State standards;

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-III/part-300/subpart-A/subject-group-ECFR0ec59c730ac278e/section-300.39

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-300.39#p-300.39(a)(1)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-III/part-300/subpart-A/subject-group-ECFR0ec59c730ac278e/section-300.39


Wisconsin Definition of OHI
Other health impairment means:

• having limited strength, vitality or alertness, due to chronic or acute 
health problems. 

• includes but is not limited to a heart condition, tuberculosis, rheumatic 
fever, nephritis, asthma, sickle cell anemia, hemophilia, epilepsy, lead 
poisoning, leukemia, diabetes, or acquired injuries to the brain caused 
by internal occurrences or degenerative conditions, which adversely 
affects a child's educational performance. 
PI 11.36 (10), Wis. Admin. Code



Examples of Health Problems – Federal Criteria

• 34 CFR § 300.8 (c ) (9)…asthma, attention deficit 

disorder or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, 

diabetes, epilepsy, a heart condition, hemophilia, lead 

poisoning, leukemia, nephritis, rheumatic fever, sickle 

cell anemia, and Tourette syndrome…



Remember

A comprehensive evaluation of the student is 
required identifying ALL disability related needs, 
whether they are commonly associated with the 
eligibility area or not.



Other Health Impairment

Limited strength, vitality or 
alertness? YES IEP Team may 

consider OHI as a 
disability area

N
O

IEP Team may consider any or all 
other disability areas that apply



Limited…what might that look like?

Vitality: inability to sustain effort 
or endure throughout an activity; 
physical and mental strength; 
capacity for endurance; energy; 
animation; activity

Strength: inability to 
perform typical or routine 
tasks at school

Alertness: inability to manage 
and maintain attention; to 
organize or attend; to prioritize 
environmental stimuli, including a 
heightened alertness



Start with the basics (at least one type of limitation)

LIMITED LOOKS LIKE NEED

STRENGTH inability to perform typical or routine tasks at 
school

VITALITY inability to sustain effort or endure 
throughout an activity; 
physical and mental strength; 
capacity for endurance; 
energy; 
animation; 
Activity

ALERTNESS inability to manage and maintain attention; 
to organize or attend; 
to prioritize environmental stimuli, including a 
heightened alertness



Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)

Attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) is one of 
the most commonly diagnosed  mental disorders in 
children. 
Symptoms:

• inattention (not being able to keep focus), 

• hyperactivity (excess movement that is not fitting to 
the setting) and

• impulsivity (hasty acts that occur in the moment 
without thought).  

An estimated 5 percent of children and 2.5 percent of 
adults have ADHD.

- American Psychiatric Association



Tourette Syndrome

Individuals with Tourette Syndrome (TS) have had at least two 
motor tics and at least one vocal/ phonic tic in some combination 
over the course of more than a year.

Individuals with Chronic Tic Disorder have either motor tics or 
vocal tics that have been present for more than a year, and 
individuals with Provisional Tic Disorder have tics that have 
been present for less than a year.

-From the Tourette Association of America 



Acquired Injuries to Brain – internal occurrences

• Tumor, 

• stroke, 

• meningitis,

• encephalitis, 

• brain bleed, 

• aneurysm, 

• other injury to the brain that occurred after birth.



Incidence Across Disability Category



2024-2025 State Numbers:  OHI vs. EBD

Disability Area Total # of WI 
students with 
disabilities

Number of 
students with 
the disability 
area

Percent of 
Wisconsin 
Students with 
the disability

OHI 130,176 27,699 21.3%

EBD 130,176 8,288 6.4%



So your child has been referred…

• Either you requested evaluation or as part of child 
find, initial evaluation MUST be initiated.

• You and other team members review existing data 
and determine if more information is needed.

• If yes, then you will be notified what other 
assessments are needed and you will be asked to 
provide consent for assessment.

• You and IEP Team members will collect data, meet to 
review and analyze, and determine if your student 
has a disability requiring Special Education. 



Here is where the IEP Team  evaluation is 
important

• You can’t know what to do if you 

don’t have a clear AND 

comprehensive understanding of the 

student’s needs. 

• NOT a program that is the same for 

every student with a given label.



Special Education Evaluation 
Serves Two Purposes

The IEP team must use a variety of assessment tools and strategies to gather 
relevant functional, developmental, and academic information, including 
information provided by the parent, that may assist in determining:

1. Whether the child is a child with a disability (educational disability).
and

2. The content of the child's IEP, including information related to enabling the 
child to be involved in and progress in the general education 
curriculum (or for a preschool child, to participate in appropriate activities).

34 CFR 300.304(b)(1)



Evaluation and Assessment

Evaluation
A process and set of 
procedures used to 

determine whether a 
student has a disability and 

the nature and extent of the 
student’s needs

Assessment
A wide variety of methods, 
strategies, and tools, both 

formal and informal, used to 
gather information about an 

individual student 

22



Can the child do what they need and want to do? 

• In natural contexts? 

• How do we find out?

The Assessment Question

Reminder:
• Physician’s prescription
• Attention deficits
• Physical impairments

               ...are not sufficient to find a student 
eligible under Other Health Impairment.



Assessment Questions

What is the student doing?
• What are the child’s strengths and 

talents?
• What resilience factor exists?
• What is the child naturally curious 

about?
• What does typical response look 

like 
 To engagement
 To frustration?
 To happiness?
 To anger?

What does the team want to see the 
student doing? (considerations when 
gathering data which might guide identification 
of DRNs.)

• What might increase child’s 
participation?

• What are the family priorities 
and expectations?

• What would allow for greater 
independence?

• What would lead to better 
self-regulation?

Adapted from: Causton & Pretti-Frontczak 
 Inclusive EC Practice Series 

Jan. - March 2023

WI Inclusive Related Services  Password=inclusion

https://www.inclusiveschooling.com/wi-inclusive-related-services/


Understanding Age and 
Grade Level Functional Expectations

Comprehensive Special Education Evaluation: Six Areas of Academic and Functional Skill

Using the Six Areas of Academic and Functional Performance

Functional Expectations may Include . . .
● Cognitive Learning 
● Communication 
● Independence and Self-Determination 
● Physical and Health 
● Social and Emotional Learning 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/ccr-ieps/comp-eval/six-areas#Using


Wisconsin’s Framework for Multi-Level Systems 
of Support

Wisconsin's Framework for Multi-Level 
Systems of Supports

A comprehensive evaluation exists 
within a district’s equitable 

multilevel system of support (MLSS)  
and represents a collaborative 

effort between families, general 
educators, and special educators to 

understand a student’s needs. 

https://dpi.wi.gov/emlss
https://dpi.wi.gov/emlss


What are Executive Functions?
“Executive functions refer to the cognitive and 

mental abilities that help people get things done.  

They direct actions, control behavior, and motivate 

us to achieve our goals and prepare for future 

events.”

-from “Is It Executive Function Disorder?” from ADDITUDE 



Executive Function-7 Types of 
Self-Regulation

• Self-Awareness

• Inhibition

• Non-Verbal Working Memory

• Verbal Working Memory

• Emotional Self-Regulation

• Self-Motivation

• Planning and Problem-Solving

From “Is It Executive Function Disorder?” from ADDitude website



When someone’s Executive Function 
fails:

• Trouble analyzing, planning, organizing, scheduling and completing tasks.

• May lack ability to handle frustrations, start and finish tasks, recall and follow 

multi-step instructions, stay on task, self-monitor and balance tasks.

• Sustained attention problem – inability to plan for and keep in mind future 

events that aren’t in the near term.

• Difficulty stringing together actions to meet long-term goals.

 From “Is It Executive Function Disorder?” from ADDitude website



Consideration of Educational Needs

● What does the student need to access, 
participate, make progress in the general 
education curriculum? (DRNs)

● What supports this student’s performance?

● What limits this student’s performance?

● What does this child need to access the 
classroom and campus?

Helpful Handout:
Relevant Questions for Consideration of 
Educational Related Service Needs

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10c1ND5Rgg8eejdUg5rACArlJGn5ILkeg/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114443667399514314769&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10c1ND5Rgg8eejdUg5rACArlJGn5ILkeg/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114443667399514314769&rtpof=true&sd=true


Example: Help to learn to study

Completing Homework:

• Make sure a homework list is complete, initialed by 

teacher, with due dates

• Have a specified space at home where homework 

is completed

• Break down a given assignment or task into more 

manageable parts; if student gets easily 

overwhelmed, cover parts with paper

• Schedule frequent breaks 

• Use headphones to block out distractions



Resources for Families

2021 WSPEI Family Profile

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tab8illFXJqXD6fvhXzhcOPlBNvGzZtdgfPx_NFpQQI/edit


Resources

ADDitude https://www.additudemag.com/

DPI Other Health Impairment webpage 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/program/other-health-impairment 

DPI Traumatic Brain Injury  webpage https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/program/traumatic-brain-injury

OCR Dear Colleague Letter and July 2016 Resource Guide on ADHD 

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201607-504-adhd.pdf 

Tourette Syndrome & OCD Checklist: A Practical Reference for Parents and Teachers.  By 

Susan Conners. 2011.  Jossey Bass:  San Francisco, CA 

https://www.additudemag.com/
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/program/other-health-impairment
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/program/traumatic-brain-injury
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201607-504-adhd.pdf


Thank You!

Eva
Eva.Kubinski@dpi.wi.gov

Michelle
Michelle.silverman@dpi.wi.gov

mailto:eva.kubinski@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:michelle.silverman@dpi.wi.gov

