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Learning Objectives

| will develop an understanding about what Accessible Educational
Materials (AEM) are and the role they play in my child's education.

| will understand the decision making process to determine if my child has a
need for Accessible Educational Materials (AEM).

| will learn about resources available to acquire Accessible Educational
Materials (AEM).

| will understand where to find next steps learning opportunities around
Accessible Educational Materials (AEM).




Learning Objective #1

What are Accessible Educational Materials
(AEM) and what role do they play in
education?




What are Accessible Educational Materials?

The National Center on AEM defines Accessible Educational Materials
(AEM) as:

“Print- and technology-based educational materials, including printed
and electronic textbooks and related core materials that are designed
or enhanced in a way that makes them usable across the widest range
of learner variability, regardless of format.”



https://aem.cast.org/

Examples of AEM

e Audio: arecording that reads the text
Large print: textbook pages with larger print

e Digital text: print materials in a computer file that allow the print to
be ready aloud by the computer
Braille: a system of touch reading and writing

e Captions: audio content of a video, webinar, live event converted
into text and displayed on a screen/monitor

e Video descriptions: short verbal descriptions of action or key visual
scenesinavideo




What happens when printed materials are a barrier?

e Barrier to accessing the
learning goal/standard
being assessed

e Barrier to accessing grade
level curriculum

e Barrier to accessing grade
level assessments




Learning Objective #2

How does the IEP team determine if thereis a

need for Accessible Educational Materials
(AEM)?




Who Should Receive AEM?

An individual who, regardless of any other disability—

A. isblind;

B. hasavisual impairment or perceptual or reading disability that cannot be improved
to give visual function substantially equivalent to that of a person, who has no such
impairment or disability and so is unable to read printed works to substantially the
same degree as a person without an impairment or disability; or

C. isotherwise unable, through physical disability, to hold or manipulate a book or to
focus or move the eyes to the extent that would be normally acceptable for reading.

DPI Update Bulletin 20.02



https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/laws-procedures-bulletins/bulletins/20-02

AEM Decision Tree for IEP Teams

(Text Only Version Available on Slides 10-13)

The student does not
require Accessible
Educational
Materials, services
or devices. The IEP
team should discuss
the benefits of
digital texts and
accessibility
features, noting they
are part of good
universally designed
instruction. Any
required service to
meet a disability-
related need must be
documented in the
IEP.

Does the student
access, use, and
derive meaning from
standard printed
text (including
visuals and graphics)
which allows for the
student to make
progress towards
IEP goals and age or
grade level
standards?

Discuss all 4 questions:
-Does the student see
printed materials
(text/visuals/graphics)?
-Does the student hold
a book and turn pages?
-Does the student
decode or extract
meaning from age or
grade level print
materials to
substantially the same
degree as a student
without a disability?
-Does the student read
with fluency to
substantially the same
degree as a student
without a disability?
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Accessible Educational
Materials are required
because the student
does not access, use,
and derive meaning
from age or grade level
standard printed

text. This student
qualifies for AEM under
federal and state

law. AEM is considered
assistive technology
and must be provided
to the studentina
timely manner. See
Next Steps for
Providing Accessible
Educational Materials
(AEM) to Students with
Disabilities for more
information.



https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/DPI-AEM-decision-tree-handoutDEP.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/DPI-AEM-decision-tree-handoutDEP.pdf

AEM Decision Tree Text-Only Version:
Does the student access, use, and derive meaning from age or grade level

standard printed text? (Part 1)

Main Question:

Is the student able to access, use, and derive meaning from
standard printed text (including visuals and graphics) which
allows for the student to make progress towards IEP goals
and age or grade level standards?




Does the student access, use, and derive meaning from age or grade level

standard printed text? (Part 2: Follow Up to Main Question)

If the answer to the Main Question is “no”, discuss all 4 questions below:

1.
2.
3

Is the student able to see printed materials (text/visuals/graphics)?
|s the student able to hold a book and turn pages?

|s the student able to decode or extract meaning from age or grade
level print materials to substantially the same degree as a student
without a disability?

|s the student able to read with fluency to substantially the same
degree as a student without a disability?




Does the student access, use, and derive meaning from age or grade

level standard printed text? (Part 3)

Conclusion One:

If the answers to any of the four follow up questions are “No”, Accessible
Educational Materials are required because the student is not able to access,
use, and derive meaning from age or grade level standard printed text. This
student qualifies for AEM under federal and state law. AEM is considered
assistive technology and must be provided to the student in a timely manner.
See Next Steps for Providing Accessible Educational Materials (AEM) to
Students with Disabilities for more information.




Does the student access, use, and derive meaning from age or grade

level standard printed text? (Part 4)

Conclusion Two:

If the answer to the Main Question is “Yes,’ the student
does not require accessible educational materials,
services or devices. The |IEP team should discuss the
benefits of digital texts and accessibility features, noting
they are part of good universally designed instruction.
Any required service to meet a disability-related need
must be documented in the IEP.




Learning Objective #3

How can Accessible Educational Materials
(AEM) be acquired for students?




What is Bookshare?

Bookshare is an online library of millions of ebooks in alternative
formats like:

e Audio
e Audio + highlighted text
e Braille

e lLarge print

Free memberships for all qualified U.S. students of any age (funded by
U.S. Dept of Education)



https://www.bookshare.org
https://www.bookshare.org

What is in the Bookshare Collection?

Textbooks for all subjects
Books for assigned and leisure reading
Best sellers/award winners

Available 24/7
No limits on access

No need to check out or return the book




Who Qualifies for Bookshare?

An eligible person is a person of any age whose interaction with
traditional print is impacted by:

e avisual impairment

e areading/learning barrier (ie. decoding, fluency-inaccurate or slow
reading rate, etc.)

e aphysical disability

Please note: An IEP or 504 Plan is not required.




What is Bookshare Reader?

Bookshare Reader allows the user to customize the experience:
e Font type and size

e Voice

e \oice speed

o

o

Color/contrast

Plus many more additional features



https://www.bookshare.org/bookshare-reader

What types of accounts are available?

Organizational Account (Created at the school or district level):

e Free
e Students and educators added to the account

e Studentsloginon their device of choice and read assigned books
o Canonly read assigned books

Individual Membership
e Canbe added to a school account or a standalone account
e Canread any book from the Bookshare collection

e Free for students




What other AEM supports are there for Wisconsin schools?

Schools/districts can request additional support from the Wisconsin
AEM Center and the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually
Impaired AEM Center.




Learning Objective #4

Where can families find next steps learning

around Accessible Educational Materials
(AEM)?




Where can | find additional AEM resources?

Assistive Technology Forward Project

Wisconsin AEM Decision Tree

Advocating for my AEM Workbook (Student Resource)
AEM: A Parent’s Guide to Getting Started

|EP Teams’ Guide to AEM



https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/educators/consultation/assistive-technology/at-forward
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/DPI-AEM-decision-tree-handoutDEP.pdf
https://oercommons.org/courseware/lesson/114026/overview
https://ncademi.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/parents-aem.pdf
https://oercommons.s3.amazonaws.com/media/courseware/relatedresource/file/PRINT_-_IEP_Teams_Guide_to_AEM_in_Oregon_5.21.24_wtJ9ySE.pdf

Questions?

Thank you for joining for today’s presentation!




