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Early Learning Technical Assistance
and Implementation

The overarching purpose of the Early Learning Technical Assistance
and Implementation (EL-TAI) project is to improve positive outcomes
for preschool children with disabilities in Wisconsin, by providing
universal, targeted, and intensive supports and leadership to Local
Education Agencies (LEAs) through the use of equitable and
evidenced-based inclusive practices.
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Today's Presenter

Nicole Aldworth
EL-TAI Early Literacy Specialist,
CESA?2 Early Learning Consultant

nicole.aldworth@cesa2.org
920-382-5999
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Learning Objectives
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Participants will:
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1. Understand how everyday routines support early

language and literacy development for children with —
. e e p—
disabilities. =
. . : e

2. ldentify practical, developmentally appropriate - .
strategies that embed literacy into daily family and = ;
classroom routines. = -
i

3. Apply strengths-based approaches that support that B
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honor children’s communication.
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DEC Recorrlmended Practices :

Interaction
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INT3. Practitioners promote the child’s communication development by
observing, interpreting, responding contingently, and providing natural
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consequences for the child’s verbal and non-verbal communication and by = _ T
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using language to label and expand on the child’s requests, needs, po—
preferences, or interests. & —
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Division of Early Childhood (DEC) Recommended Practices
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https://divisionearlychildhood.egnyte.com/dl/7urLPWCt5U

Early Literacy Defined

“Early literacy is what
children know about
communication, language,
reading, and writing BEFORE

they can read and write.”




Oral Language | _ 3
"Children’s language skills — specifically

Connection to their vocabulary, their understanding of
Litepacy sentence structure, and their ability to
engage In conversation — are
fundamental to their development as
readers and writers.” -Catherine Snow

“Language and play are the most
important tools for early literacy
learning.”

Fountas, I.C & Pinnell, G.S (2021). Literacy Beginnings: A Prekindergarten Handbook. Heinemann
Benge, S. (2023). The Whole Child Alphabet: How Young Children Actually Develop Literacy . Exchange Press
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Why Language Comes First L
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Oral language is the foundation of literacy! e
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Includes: Jp—

x Listening —
x Understanding =

x Speaking
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x Connecting words to meaning
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“If | could jumpstart every child's life...
| would engage in one-on-one conversation,
listen with all my being to whatever the child says,
and continue to dialogue for as long as the child

engages.”

— Ann Lewin-Benham, education leader and author, 1939-2023
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Everyday Routines Are

x Predictable
x Repeated
x  Meaningful

« Naturally language-rich
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Using a
Strengths-Based Lens

All children communicate!
All communication counts!

Gestures

Signs

Sounds
Pictures /Marks
Words




Serve and Return

Serve and return works like a game
of tennis between the child and
caregiver. The child “serves” by

reaching out for interaction—with eye
contact, facial expressions, gestures,
babbling, words, or touch. A
responsive caregiver will “return the
serve” by speaking back, playing
peekaboo, or sharing a toy or a laugh.




Serve and Return



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m_5u8-QSh6A

The Absence of Serve and Return

Without serve and return, the development of brain
circuitry and learning can be impaired. Without
meaningful interactions with responsive adults, even
the youngest children show signs of distress.
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Strategies for
Building Language
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Talk and Narrate

Talk through your daily routines:
x First.. then... next..”

x Describe your actions

x Name objects around you
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Label the \l!OPld Around You

Use consistent words and visuals:

x Pictures with words
«x Visual schedules
x Object labels
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Make Print Meaningful
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Show that print has purpose through the use of... =
x Grocery lists —E
x Recipe cards

x Notes

x Signs and logos
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Interactive Storybook Readings =
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Turn reading into conversation |~ —
T —
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x Pause and wait Jp—
“a_——

x Invite pointing or choosing -

I

x Celebrate responses
x Prompt with questions
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Dialogic Reading - PEER
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Prompt - the child to say something about the book
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Evaluate - evaluate their response S —
- —

Extend - expand their response =
T —

Repeat - repeat the prompt .
e
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Adapting Storybooks

Adapt stories with:
x Props or objects
x Picture supports
x  Simplified text

x Repeated phrases
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Expressive Language Strategies =
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Modeling - demonstrating how to say words/sentences correctly

Recasting - repeating the child’s utterance with correct grammar, words, <, p—

= —
and speech sounds = —
Extending - using the child’s utterance and adding more information onto it {3

=
Asking Open-Ended Questions - asking “wh” questions e
Storybook routines - dialogic reading, interactive read alouds <: —
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Everyday Routines

% Mealtime % Bath time
% Bedtime % FErrands

% Carrides * Getting Dressed
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Talk ® Sing # Read = Celebmte
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Little Moments - Big Literacy
Growth

Y
/ w/ A =

’




Nicole Aldworth
nicole.aldworth@cesaZ2.org
920-382-5999
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Early Learning- Technical Assistance &
Implementation Grant is Here to Support You

State EL-TAI
Professional Learning

e Learning Cohorts

e |earning Series

e Community of
Practices

e Book Study

T —

State ECSE
Technical Assistance
e Early Learning

Technical Assistance

Request
e Early Learning Menu

Supports and Service

Subscribe: ECSE Email
List

-Enter email, respond to
security prompt, & submit
*Scroll to 'Division for
Learning Support' and
'Special Education’
*Check ‘Early Childhood
Special Education'

*Scroll down to ‘Submit’



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tpokuGc5WEbgZQVa8D3-ViHPR-baxQLb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tpokuGc5WEbgZQVa8D3-ViHPR-baxQLb/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLj_8lDwRxYAhlYRWRuuzzNX9Lu8CdtYGJDjqoj26TxoVd2A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLj_8lDwRxYAhlYRWRuuzzNX9Lu8CdtYGJDjqoj26TxoVd2A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLj_8lDwRxYAhlYRWRuuzzNX9Lu8CdtYGJDjqoj26TxoVd2A/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EU9dG0aXBZXJo2CA7MKcQlPa_rIwcFiB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EU9dG0aXBZXJo2CA7MKcQlPa_rIwcFiB/view?usp=sharing
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDPI/subscriber/new
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDPI/subscriber/new
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The Early Learning Technical Assistance & Implementation grant CFDA# 84.173A acknowledges
the support of the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (WDPI) in the development of this
resource and for the continued support of this federally-funded grant project.



